Rhododendron is a very widely distributed genus, occurring throughout most of the Northern Hemisphere except for dry areas, and extending into the Southern Hemisphere in southeastern Asia and northern Asia with 1200 species. In India, Rhododendrons are represented by 80 species with 10 subspecies and 14 varieties most of which are widely distributed in the Himalayas at an altitude ranging from 1500 -5500 m. During the course of a revisionary study of Rhododendrons in Uttarakhand, an attempt has been made to collect information on the uses of different species from the field through personal communications with the inhabitants of the remote villages and through repeated inquiries from local folk.
Introduction
The term 'Rhododendron' comes from the Greek word 'rhodo' meaning 'rose' and 'dendron' meaning 'tree', in combination 'rose tree' (Hora, 1981) . The genus Rhododendron is an ecologically and economically important group of plants that occur in temperate forests.
Rhododendron is a relatively primitive group of flowering plants that have flourished in the temperate zones of the northern hemisphere for almost 100 million years (de Milleville, 2002) . Towards the equator, this genus is mainly distributed at higher altitudes, and today some species have significant ecological and economic importance (Mao et al., 2001) .
Species height range from 2.5 cm (1 inch) alpine plants to 30 m (98 feet) tall trees and are either evergreen, semi-deciduous or deciduous (Hora, 1981) .
The aesthetic values of Rhododendrons are significant and it is recognized regional flower in the American States of Washington (Rhododendron macrophyllum) and West Virginia (Rhododendron maximum) and in Japan"s Shiga Prefecture (Rhododendron metternichii var. hondoense), and Rhododendron arboreum is Nepal"s national flower and is depicted on its coat of arms (de Milleville, 2002) . In India, Rhododendron is the state flower of Himachal Pradesh (Rhododendron campanulatum) and Nagaland (Rhododendron arboreum) and is the state tree of both Sikkim (Rhododendron niveum) and Uttarakhand (Rhododendron arboreum, Kant, 2004; Joshi and Sharma, 2005 
Results and Discussion
Rhododendron has the greatest number of species of all genera in the family Ericaceae, with more than 1200, known to occur throughout the world stretching from the highlands of Nepal, India and China (east of Yunnan and Sichaan) and Malaysia (Leach, 1961; Chamberlain et al.,1996 , Rotherham, 1983 Rhododendrons, in general, prefer to grow in regions of high rainfall, high humidity, and a temperate climate, also having a preference for acidic soils.
History of Rhododendrons in world and in India
The first record of a Rhododendron in cultivation in Britain is of R. hirsutumin 1650. 
Distribution of Rhododendrons
In consideration of many aspects of Rhododendron, the geographical distribution of the genus the large aggregation of species in the great clefts and gorges of W. (Srivastava, 2012) . In Uttarakhand, it is widely popular for processed juice of its flowers which have gained market popularity as Rhodojuice/Sharbat. It is a small evergreen tree often with a somewhat crooked trunk. Bark soft, easily cut through with a pocket knife, 0.5-1 inch thick, old bark grey, exfoliating in irregular longitudinal plates, exposing the smooth pinkish new bark beneath. The wood is of inferior quality, both as timber and as fuel.
Distribution and habitat: -This is a common tree in western Himalaya, occurring chiefly at 2500 -2800 meter in association with Quercus leucotricophora and Lyonia ovalifolia, and at the lower elevations with Pinus roxburghii, but ascending to 3400 mt. or even higher. It is somewhat rare in hazara, being commonest in the Siran Pinus longifolia forests at 1400 meters and upwards in moist ravines. It extends to the eastern Himalaya, where, it is less common; it is also found in the Khasi hills and the hills of Burma, southern India, and
Ceylon. 
R. Campanulatum
It is commonly called as Chimura, simris in Garhwal region and in Hindi it is pronounced as
Cherailu. An evergreen shrub or a small tree having height of 3 to 5 meter and girth up to 90 cm. Bark thin, cinnamon-colored or grey, smooth, peeling off in thin, papery flakes; leaves elliptic or ovate, leathery, 7-15 cm x 3-6 cm. undersurface with rusty-brown tomentum.
Distribution and Habitat:-Rhododendron campanulatumspeciesaeruginosum is a wild species rhododendron found in the Himalayan alpine regions of Northern India (Uttarakhand) and Northeastern India (Sikkim), Bhutan, and Nepal. It grows on the stony alpine slopes and ledges at altitudes of 3200 to 3400 meters. This species generally form a bridge between timberline and alpine zone (meadows) known as ecotone.
Flowering and Fruiting:-Rhododendron flowers grow in large trusses, or clusters, which can be up to 10 inches across. Each flower is shaped like a small bell about 3 to 5 cm long.
They bloom from spring to early summer, and may be pink, white, red, purple, yellow, orange, or various shades of each. Inflorescence racemose-umbellate, 8-12-flowered; rachis 20-30 mm. Pedicel 1.5-3.5 cm, glabrous; calyx 1-2 mm, glabrous; corolla broadly campanulate, white to pale rose or lilac to purple, upper interior ± purple-spotted, 3.5-4 cm, lobes 5; stamens 10, unequal, filaments pubescent at base; ovary ca. 7 mm, glabrous; style ca.
2.8 cm, glabrous, stigma slightly lobulated. Capsule slightly curved 20-30 × 4-5 mm.
Flowering: May-Jun, from Jul-Sep. Similarly on considering subalpine to alpine transition zone that includes timberline is the most fragile ecosystem in the Himalaya. Rhododendron is the only group of plants that has an existence in the aforesaid ecotone and beyond doubt maintains the biological sustenance in this fragile zone. Hence, after knowing the importance of these species which prove its dominant existence in higher altitude vegetation needs conservation as changes in climate particularly in temperature of earth definitely will affect the life cycle of this important species or may resultin extinction.
